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He had long been employed by the king in im-
portant diplomatic missions, and his expeditions to
England, to Poitou, and to Toulouse, had shown him
possessed of the spirit and energy which the great' con-
queror looked for in his heir. All men spoke well of
him as a Christian knight and a man of honour. At
his side was an intrepid and capable woman, worthy to
share his throne, and, it was already evident, to guide
his counsels. His eldest living son was already nine
years old. The monarchy of Philip Augustus was too
strong to need the support of a coronation of the heir.
The constantly repeated election for the benefit of the
same family had become merely a formal recognition of
the right of hereditary succession. Louis was the first
of his house who was not crowned in the lifetime of his
predecessor. The force of routine and the strength of
Philip Augustus had firmly established the doctrine of
hereditary right.
The two children of Agnes of Meran had already
been provided for. Within a year of the birth of Philip
Hurepel, and-before he had been recognised as legitimate,
treaties had been drawn up to establish his position.
He had been married when he was nine years old and
knighted in 1222. He was fixed in the position of a
baron of the second rank. His sister Mary had been
betrotihed in 1203 to Arthur of Brittany. Four years
later she was betrothed to Philip of Namur, whom she
mairied in 1210. On his death she married Henry of
Brabant, but the marriage failed to secure her father
against her husband's hostility in 1214
Philip had left a will, written in the September of 1222,
he felt his sickness coming upon him. He left